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Dear Jenny  
 
I am pleased to inform you that the Audit and Accountability Framework has been agreed, 
following detailed discussions between my officials and those in HM Treasury. A copy of the 
Framework is attached for the Committee’s convenience.  
 
In their discussions with HM Treasury, my officials worked to ensure that the Framework 
resolved the concerns raised by the Committee and Audit Scotland. Like any negotiation 
between a range of bodies, not all points have been addressed in every respect. Overall, I 
believe that this Framework will be effective in facilitating auditors’ work in helping the UK 
and Scottish Parliaments hold public bodies to account, which is particularly important at a 
time when further Scotland Act 2016 powers are commencing in regards to social security.  
 
I do however remain concerned that we have not been able to fully address some points 
raised by the Committee and Audit Scotland, particularly in relation to achieving clarity on 
arrangements for Audit Scotland’s access to UK public bodies. While I have no doubt that 
the National Audit Office and Audit Scotland will work positively and effectively together to 
ensure that the necessary work can be undertaken to meet the needs of the Scottish 
Parliament, I believe that the UK and Scottish Governments should be prepared to review 
the Framework should implementing it prove to be problematic. The arrangements will also 
be examined in the course of the wider review of the Fiscal Framework, and this presents 
the opportunity to revisit these issues with the benefit of some experience of its operation in 
a real-world context. 
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I’d like to take this opportunity to thank the Committee for its input to developing the 
Framework. I believe this has been of great benefit to the process. My officials are available 
to brief Committee Members on this matter if required.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                  DEREK MACKAY 
 


